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The World Health Organization (VWHO) declared COVID-19 as a pandemic' on March 11, 2020.
As COVID-19 spread worldwide, governments applied restrictive measures that limited interna-
tional mobility in order to reduce the pandemic’s impact. While most of these measures impacted
international travel, several countries have also applied restrictions to internal movement.

Regularization consists of “any process or programme by which the authorities in a State allow
non-nationals in an irregular or undocumented situation to stay lawfully in the country. Typical
practices include the granting of an amnesty (also known as ‘legalization’) to non-nationals who
have resided in the country in an irregular situation for a given length of time and are not other-
wise found inadmissible™.

The importance of guaranteeing documentation and regularization mechanisms arises from the
recognition that a regular administrative situation is the most important precondition for migrants
to receive adequate protection, to obtain access to rights and successfully integrate into their host
communities.

In South America, the regularization processes are being affected by the COVID-19 pandemic
creating gaps in the administration of migratory status of migrants.

In some countries in-person services in government offices have been restricted or totally
suspended, and as such limiting partially or completely migration related processes including: initia-
tion of procedures for access to residency, residence permit renewals, family reunification, revision
of expulsion orders, among others. Similarly, consular offices have also restricted in-person services,
which in turn has challenged the possibility to obtain the required documentation for the immigra-
tion procedures (e.g. criminal records certificates from the country of origin, birth certificates, etc.).

VULNERABILITY IN IRREGULAR MIGRATION: "LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND"

Irregular administrative migration situation presents significant threats to migrants’ lives and dignity.
The lack of adequate protection exposes them to risks of exploitation and abuse. Therefore, access
to basic rights must be guaranteed under conditions of equality and the enjoyment of their human
rights must be granted regardless of their migration status. In the context of a pandemic, it is critical
that all persons are guaranteed equal access to health services as part of the national responses to
COVID-19, including prevention, testing and treatment. The inclusion of all persons in national
responses, not only protects migrants’s rights - it also supports strengthening of public health and
helps containment of worldwide spread of COVID-19-.

1- https://Iwww.who.int/es/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
2- https//publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/iml_34_glossary.pdf
3- https://robuenosaires.iom.int/news/los-derechos-y-la-salud-de-las-personas-refugiadas-migrantes-y-ap-tridas-deben-protegerse-en-la
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REGULARIZATION PRACTICES

Countries in the region have taken several measures to mitigate the impact that COVID-19
response actions have had in various spheres. As regards to management of migration procedures
and due to closure of migration and consular offices, adjustments have been made and as such
adapting to the new conditions. lllustration of a few examples:

Argentine Republic: 130-day extension of temporary and transitory residence permits that were
due to expire between March 17 and May 17/ starting from the expiration date*.

Federative Republic of Brazil: Suspended migration related timeframes and expiration of docu-
ments throughout the period of public emergency>.

Republic of Chile: Extended expiration dates of the Democratic Responsibility Visas and 1D
cards for foreigners®.

Republic of Ecuador: Extended the period of migratory amnesty and the regularization process
for humanitarian reasons for Venezuelan nationals’. Extended expiration of residence visas®.

i Republic of Paraguay: Authorized receipt of documentation (requests, judicial forms, etc.) via
@
email. It also can be sent through e-mail. A phone line number is now available for inquiries and

case tracing’.

Republic of Peru: The Superintendence for Migration has rescheduled appointments for proce-
dures and extended the administrative deadlines of residence permits'®.

Eastern Republic of Uruguay: Persons with a previously scheduled residence permit request
appointment are able to maintain them until further notice and fees paid will be recognized™".

4 - https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/disp-1714-2020.pdf

5 - https/lwww.pf.govbr/imprensa/noticias/2020/03-noticias-de-marco-de-2020/policia-federal-altera-o-atendimento-do-passaporte-e-aos-estrangeiros-em-virtude-da-pandemia
6- https://extranjeriachile.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/600006 1484 6-preguntas-m%C3%A 1s-recurrentes-respecto-al-coronavirus

/- https://www.registroficial.gob.ec/index.php/registro-oficial-web/publicaciones/suplementos/item/12 74 7-suplemento-al-registro-oficial-no- 168

& https//www.cancilleria.gob.ec/cancilleria-suspende-todos-los-plazos-y-terminos-relativos-a-los-procedimientos-administrativos-sobre-movilidad-humana-debido-a-la-emergencia-sanitaria/
9- http://www.migraciones.gov.py/index.php/noticias/comunicado-la-secretaria-general-de-la-dgm-habilita-medios-electronicos-para-la-recepcion-de-notas-la-institucion
10- https://www.migraciones.gob.pe/notadeprensa20-03-2020/

11- https://migracion.minterior.gub.uy/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1389

These infosheets have been elaborated by the Migration Analysis Unit of the IOM Regional Office for South
America. These documents are designed to capture the most recent information in a fast-moving environment.
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